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b
1.1 Stra&ord stands on the west side of the narrow entrance to the 

great lough which bears its nama It appears to have become a 
landing place early in the Christian era though its p&, Elally-
cuiter, does not share with its westerly neighbours, KUclid and 
Sad, the honour of traditional establishnrentby StPatriskhimself. 

1Ir.2 Its name derives fmm the Vikiqgs who, while raiding along the 
mast, became aware of the strength of the tidal currents at the 
mouth of the 'fjord'. lls ekewhere raid gave way to W e ,  and to 
the establishmentof a port. Strangford's importance wasno doubt 
enhanced by its strategic position at the point where a network of 
inland waterways meet the open sea. Its mves, shdtered fmm the 
tidd stream by Swan Islet, whould have been an obvious place to 
m f e r  from more fragile craft to larger, seagoing vessels.l

4,s Sbmgfordk mediaeval prominence may bejudged fmmits inclusion 
as ane of only five %rEs of Ulster' in theCrown CustomsAccounts 
af 128l. Trade was not always peaceful; in 1400 the Canstable of 
Dublin leading an Anglo-Irish fleef fought a savage but hconclu-
dve battle against intrusive Scots jutit out to sea frOm Strangford. 
In the following years the demand for l o d  security is shown by 

building of tower houses which were encouraged after 1425 
a crown subsidy. Stmngford CastIe9one of many tower houses 
the area, appears to date from about 1500. It was ruinous by 
40 but the importance of its position mmmmding the caves 

and the narrows beyond was probably the reawn for it being 
uilt a d  maintained in the time ofQueen Elizabeth 'for securing 
Quiet of this Countryv, 

There followed two ceaMes  of prosperous crwss..chmel trade 
I with Nor& Wales and further afield. Many of Strangford?~build-

ings date  directly to this trade and to the benefits it brought 
both to customsofficialsand to the landlords, the Earls of Kildare 

1 ;and their successorstheLordsdeRos.The town probably developed 
much of its present form early in the 17th century under the 
direction of Valenfine Payae, agent to the 16th Earl of Kildare. 
Some of the present buildings though much repaired have their 

I 

I

RI origins in this period. 

1.5 	 In 1629 Polyne buiIt the 01d Quay 'where there was none before, 
that the biggest shippe the King hathe may lay her side beside it'. 
From the same year originates Old Court Chapel again supenised 
by Payne who, with his wife Elizabeth, presented it with a bell. 
This was a matter of someconvenience for the community because 
at that time Ballycdter church was not only rather dMmt but 
also completely ruinous. The old customs warehouse standing 
close to the Old Quay and now converted to a dwelling hi said to 
date from 1640. Such advantages contributed to Strmgford's 
enhancement, and before the end of the century it had replaced 
Ardglass as the main port of Lede.  

1.6 	 The town was increasingly important as the outport for Down-
patrick, with its thriving county town markets, for ships unable to 
make the difficult and shallowpassage to Quoile Quay. ThisTown", 
satid H& in 1744, 'is properly the Port Town of the whole M e ;  
for though the Collector holds his Residence at h w n  for the 
convenience of Trade yet he is obbged to keep a Qerk hem'. This 
arrangement seems to have proved unsatisfactory for in 1789 
Mr ~Norris the Customs Colledor built Strsword House in an 
elegant and sophisticated stylewhich Downpatrick could not match. 
The affluence which it betrays is explained by the pusition which 
Stfangford achieved by the end of the century when it ranked 
eighth in all Irish ports in tonnage of ship registered. The singling 
out by John Wesley of Strangford in which to preach during his 
visit to Ireland of 1778 is further evidence of the importance of 
the sawn at'this time. 

Strangford remained the chief port of Lecllle in the frrst half of 
the 19th century, exporting grain,provisions and livestock, and 
importing M,iron, slate and timber. Churches were buirt for the 
ResbyterEans and Roman Catholics and new terraces of houses; 
fairs were established twice yearly, and post office and police 
station made their appearance. Pigot's Dbecroty of 1824described 
Stsangford as 'a small town pleasantly situated at the entrance of a 
beautiful lough of the same name with a good harbour for vessels 
of mall burden. There are a number of good houses, an, excellent 
inn and the ruins of an old castle'. By then the town's inhabitants 
included four grocers, a tallow chandler, a corn dealer, a spjrit 
dealer and five publicans as well as the keeper af the hotel and 
pasting house. Strangfordwas at the height of its prosperity. 



8 Ireland's trade and with it that of S w o r d ,  eqioyed a boom 
during the mume ofthe America CivilWar but subsequently the 
development of the town came to an abrupt close. Ships were 
becoming larger and required a greater draft for which Stmugford 
ooulci not provide the facility. The ports of Belfmt md Newry 
ere growing to provide deap water berths and.with the help of 

the growhag railway network, h away alf but a very bcal 
W e .  Even l d y  the town was in &dry with the Royal harbour 
of Ardgiass and the port mated by the Ward family in gllough

Both of these were provided with the advantageover S t r m p  
of arailwaylink.More competitionexisted amss the murows 

err: Portaferry had become the EiveIy service centre for the 
ter part ofthe Ards. 

1$ 	 Today Stmngford retains much of the Georgian charm inhetited 
ha.Ur age of prosperity. it is still bautllwlly h e d  by h e  
plantations of trwes designed and executed for its principal land 
owning families. But things are much quieter now; the once busy 
basin ha9been partly fded to provide a public open space. Even 
the coal boat no longer calls although the coal y d  muins in 
active W. The fetary finZtinn to Portdeny, w h w  history is as old 
as: the town itself, is the most regular user of the lmb~ur.Olther 
shipping at the quaysis limitedto pleame craftand theo d o n a l  
v d in to fdthe #ough.Wild life bothabweandbelow thewiter 
Line is of unp@leIed variety and of great scientific importance. 
Of particular local inbest, is the colony of Term whiih have 
made Swan Island their nesting place. Swan Island is just off the 
&ore in Strangford Harbour.Home industries are now few, W that 
most people must look to Downpatrick or Portafmy for employ-
ment and mrvioes. Tourism in the fom of day trippm and visiting 
yachtsmen is possibly the greatest area of growth in recent times. 

10	The Department's aim in mating a Consemiion Area is not to 
d c i  new initiatives but wther to encourage suitable enter-
prises in such a way as to enRance and enliventhe valuable legacy 
we have inherited from the past. 

2.1 	 Notice is hereby given that the Dep&ment of fbe Environment 
(Narthern Ireland) in pursuance of the powers conferred upon it 
by Article 37 ofthe hmiag CNofiernheland) Order 1972has 
designated the area outlined on theattadedmap asaOotamxvafion 
Area being an area ofs p d  ~~orhistoric interest, the 
character of which it is desirable to p m m e  orenhance. 

2.2 	 A map of the designated area has been deposited at the District 
Council Ofnoe, Development exrd the Divisional Phmhg
Office at the addraws indicated bdqw: 

Down DistrictC o d  ..,..... 24 StrangfodRoad 
mwwATRTCII: 
fle1epbme DompaMck 433 l) 

h l o p m e n t  Office . . .. . . . . . . 	Medway Building 
Mount Crescent 
DmwPATRICE 
(Telephone Downpalxi& 3821) 

llhisiulkalPhmhg office . . ... 	Rathdune How 

New Bridge Street 

DOWNPATRICK 

(Telephone Downpat&k 3721) 
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DEVELOPERS' BRIEF 

The aim of the Department in daijpating a Consemation Area is 
to p m v e  and enharrce its character and appearance. The purpose
uf this part of the booklet h to identify those featureswhich give 
Stmngford its distinctive character, to outhe the Department's 
policies t o w d s  potentid development and to give advice on the 
other matters which contffbute to the appearance of the village. 
The Department -seeksto encourage direct works which enhance 
the architectural and historic chtarader of the Comemation Area, 
d &m those workswhicb involve the removalorreplacementof 
any features which detract from its architectural or historic 
character. 

The predominant use is residentid with a number of commercial 
an8 w>mmunity uses distributed throughout the area, There are 
some vacant, unused and derelict sites, particularly around the 
Newy Quay. These may be the bation of new development 
though It is expected that propods to alter and extend existing 
l?uitdings will also arise. Any increased demand for mmmerciaI 
fl001sp;ace can be acoommodated in the southern end af Castle 
Street and the Squarethrough the expansion of existing operations 
or the change of use of existing buildings. In some cases other 
change8 of use which meet nomd planning criteria md do nut 
adwrsely affect the appearance of a building or its setting may be 
acceptable. 

oewrcrrdP&W ofrk@tmma@n Am@m Ferry. 



l 

kq.3 Stmngf8rd sits between two headlands around the double bay of 
I S the harbour. Tiers of buildings step up the hill from the quays to 

b .- Castle Street and hdglass Road. The town is visually enclosed by 
the trees at Old Court and Compass Hitl to the north and those- d the Rectory and the Lodge to the south. The Square at the: 
junction of Castle Street, Downpatrick Road and Ardglm Road 
pmvida a focal point behind the waterfront.It is the Jhpartment's 
pulicy to maintain the existing street pattern. building h e  and 
buiIding widths. All new development will be subject to strict 

,.I p h u h g  contral and, if permitted it &all respect the principle of 
, 
 continuousfrontage development abutting the pavement. 

TheSqumapm~&&$afocd point behind the ~ ~ ~ W i k n t ,  

Tkis l ypW teraract!Blus#r&?s the nu0 &wey d e  common 
thmwuc rhe ORsentotien A m  



There are severalbuildings of individualmerit in the Consewation 
Area and these, in ooqjunction with g;scupiqp of otherbuildings,
contribute significantlyto the averallappearanceof the town. The 
Department has compiled a list of builhgs of architectural or 
Woric interest under Article 3J of the Plarnning m)Oxder 1972. 
These are listed inAppendix One and shown on the Map. Proposals 
to demob& or dter any buildings within the designated a m  
require to be approved by the Department on application to the 
Town and Country Planning Service. 

4.6 	 The outline and form of any permitted new buildings should be 
sympathetic to and cun~istentwith the form of existing buildings 
in the Ccrnservation Area.The general outline and form ofexten-
sions should be in keeping with the parent building. In this con-

I3 nmtion the appearance of the rear of a building can be important 
ris so many are opentopublic view. 

SrrO~&olrd Clrstle, a t t e  Street. 	 St. Atary's R.C Cltu~h,Ardgtapp R d .  



.IIcbn~Jlyfnr~~l~~~&~rtrn~wkenrn~r~pm

w&ted,-#f49 Castle Street. 



m 4.9 	 Chimneys are axl important element contributingto the appearance 
of the roofscape. They should be traditionally proportioned, with 
a greater depth than width md a minimum of two flues. New 
chimneys should be built with secorid hand or imported hand 
made bricks or finished with plain render, lined where appro-
priate. The use of concrete and machine cut clay bricks &odd be 
avoided, as should concrete caps. 

3 Wfi 
C 
U10Though there are n number ofstone buildings and a few built of 

I 

I 

brick, the mqjority hawe been rendered with a smooth lime or 
cement plaster. Where buildings are of stoneeitherplain orpainted, 
these finishes should be maintained. Clthewise in new develop-
ment or renovation a smooth plaster fmbh is preferable. A fine 
roughcast may sometimes be acceptable in rear extensions or work 
not exposed to public view. Pebble dash f d e s  or artificial stone 
claddings should not be w d .  Surrounds to doors and windows, 
quoinsXanes and other feat- should be retained or replad.  

H . 

W i t f o n o lchinme3,pmporW~nsm fllt(stmteclin this view of 
e t f e  Stlleet. 



In renopation or new derefopment the proportion af window to 
wall rtne;a W d  reflect the p w a  existing in the area. The 
shape of the window opening atid the \window pan@ is dm 
hpcrrtant and they should be W W y p r o ~ o a e dss to 
h&kt and width. If a wider opening is required then the vertical 
e ~ h s bshauld be retained by sub- the opening with a 
mutlionormultiona. 

l2 Them m fme examples of ~~, Regency and Victoria 
window in the Clcrmmation M.Mo&m window replawments 
are often kTss sympathetic to the ap-m of the buildhq 
duepfindpdy to their aom deEaning, pour proportions and the 
obfxwheness of the opening m&.In new bufldhgs and in 
renovation and repair WO&, opiening windows should generay 
be of the sliding sash type, akhoug?ipaised awments m =am-

, 	 mended whew they was originaly fitted, Where large windows 
am propwed in 0cbmlecSion witb the commercial, W of pm-, 
these sBcluld be caafined to the ground floor. h th6 case of 
existing buildings mch alterations &odd be In keeping with the 
design 6f the building itself and in aIt caaes in kleeping with fie 
fAiikra-f of the arm. 

Thewindow pnoportfonsof th&homin CWleStneermapp@te 
to the Cammarton 

An exampleofa shop widow which rejlms the aolrletwtdmpo~ 
of fmetmtdon in the GmemtionRRna 



Doors 

Doors should be solid either boarded or panelled, If daylight k 
required this cm be obtained by a glazed panel in a sheeted door, 
by a fanlight over the door, or by the inclusion of a lobby or 
vestibule with an internal glazed door. Where space permits three-
quarter side lights could also be used. 

Examples of Doors in the CbnservarionArea. 



4.14 Badly designed sligns and advertisements can be visually disruptive 
and destsoy the traditional character of the area. The principal 
factors to be taken into amount are the scale, the relationship 
with the design ofthe building, the style ofthe sign, the materials 
and the colour. Internally illurnhated signs will generally not be 
acceptable, nor will commefcial advertising m1ated to the use 
of the bdding or site. Hmd painted signs painted directly on to 
the W& or fascia hard can be particularly effective as can the 
use of prorded timber lettering of a traditional design. The refer-
ences to hops and shop signs listed .in the bibliography contain 
a wealth of exampbs many of which would be appropriate to 

f 
Straagford. 

tab* 
2CaPttionkthoWb e r r m & e d i f p s I n t i l a r g e d ~ i a ~ ~  
-80b~~.mmdy ~R~CSWI lozt PU~BCthw ~ 0 & 8  de~tblls 

he pWed n ~ t&ah~edm wmh&ed. SW* dew or 
&Mor white mnbe;W am doan andwindow. P&br feaimm 
W as fmmu& a d  qwb dmukl genwdly bs in conW. 
' ~ m t w  the atmegmrtwhg trnrE bwrgp1pm &add he g&d 

, .&lour asthed ,bWunWs t.&y m design featms. 
, 'bandin@1best pbtd blackor wBe. 

Conmwting &m or b k &OF white ere reco~ul ldedf i~doorsmad 
wfndowsa n d f b r f a t l msuch # sunounds mtaqwtrrs. 



1%l6The bun- of the Consmation hbeen to irtdd.e 
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any other buildhg, it will be necessary to demonstrate that mch 
works would in thmseIves be an enhancement or that they am 
required for overriding and exceptional reasons relating to the 
dwelopment of the area. 

Tfie P b & g  (Northem h h d j  W a  1972 gm4deq I@datbi  
for the ptectirmefthe:Provhcs's heritageofhaildiqpufs p e d  

or histo& hgmhnr~e,In addition It &a pmvidissF 
.Ear the d a of *hob af qmi@m&itecbml ar 
WO@htae&whae it b m&& tha#they &erit pmmvatbn 
ore-ment, 

5.7 	 The design of new buildings must take account of buildings in the 
immediate afea. Their mass, outline and detailing must 6e m 
sympathy with their setting. 

5.8 	 Building materials must be sympathetic in texture, colour and 
quality and where appropriate reflecttraditionallocal usage. 

i d y  ifnportaat aid attmtke build- and th& cmvimnmantg
*.m*of past. I f  alswisw,~oa&e~&~mofS1F~rna~ 
intblmxtext of life#ilm-m and 

& & a t i n m m h w  h t b s w ~ d a a y m a ~ n s
of 9ns of tl& b M &  id to laforrn p p I e  altoat 8-od 
42aim3rnHonArea#itsplqmsearid fu11Gtion. 

d i k d . o f  
mpomie 'oonwma&* Tlzepublicd largeaswelladmiopmm 
ia *R pbpie ad ptivat~m&oni arud tbw o-wnE8cgW u w ~ 
px15mise-sWithin ora&aoe~rlttsComtaan Area ali W6 import-
mtmferstoplay, 

hvelopmmt withhi the C o m t b nArea will be &x@mlIerdwith 
the pritnrary ahsn sf ~~the mtenti~nax3d e--e& of the 
area% character,Bveoy pc&ile effmwill be to the 
bdh6dWb- midp u p so f b W m a s t w h i c h ~ c ~  
depends. 

G o ~ t j Q @ % m P c h n o x c r ~ j ~ a e ~ ~ e i a T ~ - 

5.9 	 Changes of use ne&ssitating a planning application which are 

likely to have an adverse effect on tand or buildingswhi& mntri-
bute sig.n8.cantly to the character of the Co~lsemationArea will 
not normally be permitted. 

5-10	The siting of new open spaces will be carefully considered to 
ensure that they make a positive contributionto the Conserrtation 
Area and that proper provision is made for their maintenance. 

5.1 1 Those W- to make alterations to buildings or to carry out 
development within the Conservation Area are advised to conslrlt 
infonndly with the Divisional Planning Office,Ratbdune House, 
New Bridge Street, Downpatrick, (Telephone 3721) befom prepar-
ing detailed plans. This will avoid unnemssary expense arising 
from the need ta amend detailed proposals which may not 
adequately respect the specid circumstances which exist in the 
Conservation Area. 

5.12Development near, but not inside h.Consemation Atea, and 
visually related to it should be sited and d e e d  in size, form 
and materials to be in harmony with the buildings and generid 
hppearance of the Conservationh. 

5.13 Under the Pb&g (General Development) Ordm (Northern 
Ireland) T. 973, certain types of development were identified which 
do not require specific planning permission. However, the Depart-
ment has power to direct that hany particulararea these types of 
development should require planning permission. Such directions 
cuuM be applied in this Conservation Area. 



S.14The Department seeks to encourage the initiation of schemes to 
i m p m  the appeatance ofbuildings and sites within tbe Conser-
vation ArmWithin itsspdc functions andthrough the initiation 
of mrsaauaity semices, Down DistI.Ict Council will play a leading 
part in this exercise. Appropriate geps should be taken by those 
responsible to tidy up, inprove and enhance the apprance of the 
Cownation h by the control of stmt funaiture, overhead 
trammissionlinesof a l l  Prinds and to murethe ternoval of ulldesir-
able examples of the latter whereverpossible. 

S. 15 Existing advediaanents and signs of dl types displayedinthe area 
will be the subject of special dderat ion and it L hoped that 
withthe maperationoflocal businessmen,thenumbex'ofadwrtii-
ments displayed within the Consemation Area can be redud to a 
dh3met lml. 

S,1 Q 	Preservation Orders can be made to protect any trees or &tivupaof 
trees which form an essential feature in the character of at! 
Consemation Area. The'general a p p m c e  of many ofthmgreen 
arms wiU Be further enhanoed by selective planting ofadditional 
trees and sowing ofgr&ss. 

5.17 The Department wilt take whatever steps are necessary to ensure 
that the needs of pedestrian and vehicalar t m E c  m b a h ~ e d  
&XlSt ~ o S @  	 b.ofthe CotlseIVa~~n Thf3 10~ati0n0f olldD3Ct 
pwking spa= and off-street car parks is determined with a view 
to &ang their effect on the character of the area, 

F"mcial A&sbtma 

Finance is m important element in the t ~ t i o nof schemes to 
improve the Conservation A m *The potential for self-fmnaacing 
operations is an important consideration. Other useful non-

C 
~owmmentalsources include volunbuy contributions, gifb, 
inoome fmm salesand Peses etc (seeunder 'kother grants'' below).. 
The Governmental sources m set out in pmpaph 5,19 to 5.22 
bdow. 

SomcesofGrants 

5.19 	DEPARTMENTOF TEE EIWLRONNIENT FOR NORTHERN W E W  

(1) 	 HistoricMonumentsand Buildings Branch 

The Department may give financial assistance towards the 
cost of repairs or maintenance of buildings which have been 
Listed as being of special architectural or historic interest. 
There is no fned rate of grant and each case is considered on 
its merits. Grants are made on the recommendations of the 
Historic BuiIdings Council for Northern Ireland, Chttrehesin 
use for edabsticatl purposes are not eligible for grant aid. 

The Department may also on the recommendation of the 
Historic Buildings Council consider grant aided expenditure 
in connection with the pmse17/ationor enhancement of the 
Conservation Area. Such expendike should normally be 
related to a m-urdinated scheme. 

Details can be obtained from the Historic Monuments and 
Buildings Branch, 1 Connsbrr>ok Avenue, Belfast, BT4 1EW 
(Telephone Belfast 653251). 

The acquisition of Zands for public open spaces may be grant 
aided by the Department. Grants of up to 75%may be made 
underSection 16 of the LadGorement  Act 1965. 

DetaiIs can be obtained from Conservation Bmch, Depart-

ment of the Environment for Northern Ireland, Hut 6, 

Castle Grounds,Stonnant, Belfast 4. 

(Telephone Eelfast 768716). 


520 DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

The District Council has a duty to secure adequate recreational, 
socid, physical and cultural facilities for Down District, and the 
appmved expenses for such purposes may be grant aided under the 
Recreation andYouth Sewice (NorthernIreland) Qrder 1973. 



Details am be obtained h m  tbre Sport and Recreation Bran&, 
Department of Eduaoll,  Zonclondmy Efonse, Chichester Stmt, 
Belfast BT1 4JJ (TeIephune hlfhst 2322531, or from Down 
D#& &d,
24 Stma%ford Road, Downpatrlck BT30 6SL 
(Telephone Downpatridc4331). 

The Housing (NorthePn h k a d )  Order 1981enables the Northcm 
Ireland Housing Executive to pay gmnb t o d s  the cast of 
inpmment, oonve~anand repair* kll grants are mWmt to 
certain condttiom a d  fiaPl details may be obtained at a n ~ roffice 
af ther Northem ItwIand H a w  Exwtioe. The Headqudm 
a d h  k 2Adeldde Street, BT2 8PB (Telephone Belfast 
24US88)+ The load a 8 h  is 51 John Street, Downpatrick 
BT309EG (Telephone Downpatrick 355l), 

5 2 3  Charitable Trusts are sumethes willing to help with the wlnser-
vation of buildings in chatitable or other non-profit making 
ownerships. The Pilgrim Tmt  may be prepared to give of 
this sort.The LandmarkTrust is interested i~ purchasing properties 
of historical or architectural interest which can be converted into 
lettable holiday houses. They particularly favour buildings of 
individual character. The Carnegie United Kingdom Tmt makes 
gran& to support camtryaide projects of various kinds. These 
indude schemes for practical conservation but not for the preser-
vation of buildings.Detslils mbe obtained from, 

(l)  	Pilgrim Tmst, Fielden H o w ,  Little College Street, London 
SWlP 3SH. 

(25 	 Landmark Trust, Shottesbrooke, White Waitham, Berkshire. 

(3) 	 Carnegie United K i d o n  Trust, Comely Pwk How, 
Dunfermline, Fife. 

5.24For details of other grant giving bodies, reference may be made to 
'The Directory of Grant Making Tmts", published by €he 
National Council of Social Sciences. 



APPENDIX ONE: 

List of Buildings of S p e w  Architechd or Historic Interest within 
Stra&ord Consetvation Area. 

1. Stmgford House,Castle Street. 
2. 15 Castlestreet. 
3. 41 Castlestreet. 
4. 4 3  Castle Street. 
5. 45 Castle Street. 
6. 47  Castlestreet. 
7. 1 Oldcourt. 
8. Stonehaven,2 Old Court. 
9. 8 and 6 Castle Street. 

10. 22 Castle street. 
11. IQuayRoadandStair. 
12. 6TheQuay. 
13. Old Court Harbourand K a t h h e  Quay. 
14. Boatman's House,Old Court Harbour. 
15. Old Court Chapel of Ease and Boundary Wall. 
16. 7,5,3 and 1 Downpatrick Road and 1 The Square. 




