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The aims and policies set out in this booklet are for the guidance of the District

Council, public bodies, local residents, landlords and tenants, intending developers

and amenity and other groups.

PART I sets out the general objectives of designating Conservation Areas and

the principles of designation;

PART It contains a brief history of Armagh City the formal designation and a

map of the Conservation Area;

PART III describes the Conservation Areas, contains a brief for persons erecting

new or altering existing buildings and sets out some of the opportun­

ities which exist for improving the environment within the Conservation

Area.

The booklet should be regarded as but a first step in securing the special architec­

tural or historic interest of the designated Area . It is anticipated that local initiative

and discussion will give rise to proposals for repair and restorative works and

developments which will not only preserve but will positively enhance the Area's

special character. Designation will be of little practical value without this local

support.

The cover is reproduced by permission of the Public Record Office of Northern

Ireland. It is taken from a topographical map of the County of Armagh to which

is annexed plans of Newry and Armagh by John Rocque circa 1760.

July 1981
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PART I



A. Introduction

The Planning (NI) Order 1972 provided legisla tion for the first time in Northern

Ireland for the protection of the Province's heritage of bu ild ings of special

architectural or historic interest and for the designating of whole areas of sim ilar

interest the character or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or

enhance.

While responsibility for the statutory listing of Historic Buildings and for the

designating of Conservation Areas rests w ith the Department of the Environ­

ment for Northern Ireland one vitally important principle needs to be estab­

lished at once. The task of conserving the heritage of Ulster cannot be lef t

solely to Government Departments and a sprinkling of voluntary bodies and a

band, albeit a growing one, of responsible conservationists.

The message that 'conservation in Northern Ireland is the concern of everyone'

must find its way into board rooms of every k ind, into public an d voluntary

bodies wit h diverse aims an d objectives, in to schools and universities, into

factories and shops and into the homes of every cit izen.

The aim of conservation must not be confined simply to keeping areas and

buildings pleasant to look at or as a record of some aspect of h istory. It must

additionally involve the continuing life and function of the areas in a present

day context.

B. Development Control

Development within a Conservation Are a will be controlled wit h the pr imary

aim of ensuring the retention and importance of the Area's character. Every

possible effort will be made to preserve th e ind ividual buildings an d groups of

buildings on which that character depends.

This control w ill be exercised as follows:-

Where permission is sought to demol ish or alter a building whi ch has been

listed under the Planning (NI) Order 1972 as of special architectural or h istoric

interest it will be necessary to demonstrate that such works would in them­

selves be an enhancement or that they are required for overriding and excep­

tional reasons relating to the development of the Area.

New buildings will be expected to take account of the character of their neigh­

bours . They should, in mass and outline, continue (where appl icable) the rhythm

of the street scene.

Materials should generally be .sy mpathet ic in texture , colour and quality to

traditional local usage.

Changes of use necessitating a planning application which are likely to have an

adverse effect on land or buildings which contribute significantly to the char­

acter of Conservation Areas will not normally be permitted.

The siting of new open spaces will be carefully considered to ensure that they

make a positive contribution to the Conservation Area and that proper pro­

vision is made for their maintenance.

The Divisional Planning Office will normally expect planning applications,

submitted in respect of sites or buildings within Conservation Areas, to be sub­

mitted with full details in order to ensure at the initial planning stage that

the development is satisfactory in all respects to the needs of the Conservation

Area. It is desirable that applicants should consult informally with the Divisional

Planning Office before the preparation of detailed plans.

Development near, but not within . a Conservation- Area and visually related to

it, should be sited and designed in size, form and materials, to be in harmony

with the buildings and general appearance of the Conservation Area.

Under the Planning (General Development) Order (N I) 1973 certain types of

development do not require specific planning permission. However, the



Department has power to direct that in any particular area these types of

development should requ ire planning permission. Such directions could be

applied in this conservation area.

C. Positive Action

Schemes will be encouraged to initiate and, where appropriate, to undertake

works for the visual improvement of buildings and sites. It is anticipated that

District Councils may playa leading role in th e formu lat ing of such schemes .

These would include the re-painting of neglected buildings, the removal or

replacement of rusted and broken fences and the clearing aw ay of rubbish.

Appropriate steps will be expected to be taken by those responsible . to tidy

up, improve and enhance the appearance of Conservation Areas by the control

of street furniture, overhead transm ission lines of all kinds and to ens ure the

removal of undesirable examples of the latter where at all possible.

Existing advertisements and signs of all types displayed in th e Are w ill be th e

subject of special consideration and it is hoped that with the co- o peration of

local business men the number of advertisements displayed within a co nser ­

vation area could be reduced to a discreet level. That the quality of desi gn and

materials used in advertisements be carefully considered having regard to the

overall appearance of the building to which they are to be appended and the

character of the surrounding area.

Preservation Orders will be made, where necessary, to protect trees or groups

of trees which form an essential feature in the character of the Conservation

Area. The general appearance of many of these may be further enhanced by

the selective planting of additional and replacement trees and sowing of grass

areas.

In some conservation areas, schemes for pedestrianisation might be appropriate

and as such would be carried out by the Department . Present security

arrangements have accustomed people to the concept of vehicle-free areas and

it is widely accepted that the opportunity should now be taken to create

permanent pedestrian zones. It will be the intention of the Department to

carry out works for the improvement of the amenity of such areas.

The Roads Serv ice will take all possible action to ensure the management of

pedestrian and vehicular traffic movement in the interests of the amenities

existing in the Conservation Area . Action will also be taken wherever possible

to ensure that the parking of motor vehicles and the location of car parks is

carri ed out in such a manner as to have the minimum effect on the character

of an Area.

The use of flood lighting at night could in many cases be particularly effective.

If before des ignation of an Area, ind ivid ual listings of buildings of special

architectural or h isto ric interest have not already been considered, early action

will be taken by the Department after consulta tion with the Historic Buildings

Council and the ap propria te District Council t o consider appropriate listings. In

this Conservation Area " list ings" are co mplete subject to periodic review.

D. Financial Assistance

In considering schemes for conservation the potential for self -financing oper­

ations should not be lightly ignored and the fullest consideration should be

given at an early stage to the use of voluntary contributions, gifts, income from

sales and leases etc . - see under " o ther grants" below.

Department of the Environment IN I)

The Department may give financial assistance towards the cost of repairs or

maintenance of buildings which have been listed as being of special archi ­

tectural or historic in te rest . There is no fixed rate of grant and each case is

considered on its merits. Grants are made on the recommendations of the

Historic Buildings Council for Northern Ireland. Churches in use fo r ecclesi ­

astical purposes are not eligible for grant-aid .



The Depart ment may also on th e recommendat ions of the Hist oric Bu ild ings

Council cons ider for grun t aid expend itu re to be inc urred in connection with

the .prese rv t ion or enhancement of a Conservation Area. Such expendi tu re is

normally expected to he part of a co-ordinated scheme .

Details from:-

Historic Buildings Branch
Department of the Environ ment IN I)

1 Connsbrook Avenue

BELFAST BT4

Telephone: Belfa>t 653251

Department of Education

Dist rict Councils have a duty to secure for their areas adequ ate fac ilit ies for

recreational, social, hysical and cultural activit ies and th e approved xpe nses

of a District Council for such purposes may be grant-aided under the Recreation

and Youth Service (Nl) Or der 1973.

The acquisition of lands for public open spaces for these purposes may also b

grant-aided by the Department of the Environmen t (N I).

Grants may be made under Section 16 of the Local Government Act (NI) 1966.

Details from :-

Sports and Recreation Branch

Department of Education

Londonderry House

Chichester Street
BELFAST BT1 4JJ

Telephone: Belfast 32253

Conservation Branch
Department of the Environment (Nil

Stormont
BELFAST I3T4355

Telephone: Belfast 768716

Northern Ireland Housing Execut ive

H ie Ho sing I I) Or der 1976 en bles the Northern Ire land Housing Execu tiv

to pay grants towards the cost o f improvement and conversion up to certain

maximum amounts.

Grants may also be paid to he lp mee t the cost of improving houses by provid­

in for th first t ime such standard amenities as a fixed ba th , wash-h and basin,

water closet, hot and col d ate r su pply at ce rt ain fixed points.

Grants t owards repairs may also be paid. All grants re subject to certain con ­

ditions and full details may be obtained from any office of the Northern

Ire land Housing Execut ive. No rtl rn Ireland Housing Execut ive grants do not

necessarily exclud hist o ric bu ild ings grants.

Details fr om :-

any offices of the Northern Ireland Housing Executive.

H qua rters Add ress :-

The Ho using Centre
2 Ad elaide Street

BELFAST BT2 BPB

Telephone : Belfast 40588

LocaI O ffice:-

48 Dobbin Street

A RMAGH

Telepho e: Arm agh 523379

Other Grants

Charitable Trusts are sometimes williny to help with conservation of build­

ings in ch aritable or other non-p rofit m aking owners hip. Th e Pilgrim Trust m ay

be p repared to give gran ts of th is so rt . The Landmark Trust is intereste d in

purchasing propert ies of h istorical or arch itectural interest which can be con­

verted into lettable h o liday houses. Th ey parti cularly favo ur bu ild ings of

individual character. The Carnegie United Kingdom Trust makes grants to



supp r coun try side projects o f various kinds. These incl ud schemes for

practical conservation but not for the preservat ion of build in .. Details may

be had from:-

(a) PiI\1im Trust, Fielden House, Little Co llege St reet, Lon don SW1P 3SH
England.

( ) Landmark T r st. Shou esbroo e, hite Witham, Berkshire, England .

(c) Carnegie Un ited Kingdom Trust, Comely Park House, Dunfermline, Fife,

t1 and.

For details of other grant·glvlng bodies, reference may be made to "The

Directo of Gran t-Mak ing T rusts" pub lished by the Nation al Cou ncil of

Social Services.



PART II



Armagh Conservation Area

History and Designation

The City of Armagh has a prime place in Irish history and is one of the earliest

established urban settlements in Ireland .

The hilltop where the Church of Ireland cathedral is situated was probably occupied

in early Christian times by a large earthwork this appears to be the rath mentioned

in "The Annals" . It has not been ascertained whether or not this earthwork was

made before or after St Patrick reputedly founded his church here C 440.

Few medieval or earlier buildings have survived the ravages.of time. To the south ~f

the city are the ruins of a 13th century Franciscan friary (now a monument in state

care). The church which is now the Church of Ireland cathedral was built to its

present plan by Archbishop O'Scanlon (1261-70); his work may well embrace

earlier fragments; however, the building's present appearance is largely the out

come of a heavy restoration for Archbishop Beresford by architect L N Cottingham

during the years 1834/6.

Relatively peaceful times during the late 17th century brought a new prosperity .

As, elsewhere, the wars between the O'Neills and Elizabeth 's generals had been the

cause of widespread destruction and subsequent attempts at a plantation were not

immediately successful. The establishment of a Royal School , planned in 1608, was

not implemented until after the unrest of the 16405 but by the beginning of the

18th century much of the street pattern as we know it today was in being.

The peak of Armagh's importance in modern times, was reached in the second half

of the 18th century. It was at this time and particularly under the direction and

influence of Archbishop Robinson that most of the more imposing stone buildings,

eg the Courthouse, were erected in the classical style. In the same period the trees

which form so important a part of the urban scenery, were planted in The Mall,

College Hill, the grave yards of St Mark's and st Patrick's and also in the arch­

bishop's demesne .

Prosperity and building continued beyond the mid 19th century including a series

of banks , churches, institutions and housing. Then several factors combined to

bring about a gradual decl ine.

The choice of trunk routes by the railway companies avoiding the city but provid­

ing it with a branch line was enough to bring only their disadvantages - the influx

of cheap manufactured goods and the end of the fashionable "winter seasoning".

The moving of the British Army GHQ to Belfast and the disestablishment of the

Church of Ireland in 1870 also contributed.

Nevertheless, today the city remains an important cultural and commercial centre.

Unique is the priceless collection in the Armagh Public Library, the Museum

(probably the first in Ireland outside the centres of Dublin and Belfast), The

Observatory established under an enactment by George III and still a serious centre

of ongoing astronomical study and the more recent establishment of The Planetarium

(the only other in the British Isles being in London). The city has few rivals in

Ireland in the quality of so many of its buildings and the beauty of its setting.

Careful conservation can pass this heritage on to future generations, with neglect it

will quickly disappear for ever.

The Designation

Notice is hereby given that the Department of the Environment (NI) in pursuance

of powers conferred upon it by Article 37 of the Planning (NI) Order 1972 has

designated the area on the map below as a Conservation Area being an area of

special architectural or historic interest the character of which it is desirable to

preserve and enhance .

A map of the designated area has been deposited at the District Council Offices,

Divisional Planning Offices and the District Development Office at the addresses

indicated below:-



Armagh District Council, Council Offices , Palace Demesne, Armagh.

Divisional Planning Office, Marlborough House, Central Way, Craigavon .

District Development Office , 2 Hartford Place, Armagh.

Bell, G. Philip
Cairns J. William

Arm agh - 1976
Central Area Study

Irish Statutes 31

Armagh

Bassett, G.H.

Brett, C.E.B.

Moore, P.

Locke, Max.

Patterson, T.G .F .

Galloghy, T.

St Patrick's Cath ed ral

Lundie, G.T.

The Town in Ulster, 1951 : hist ory of th e origin and
dcvelopm nt of the plans of towns in th e province

Pride of Place 1971: manual of environment al improve­
ment

Ulster Architecture 1800 - 1900:- 1972 : illustrated
catalogue of 150 drawings, with biographical notes on
architects

Environment: An Alphabe tical Handbook, 1971: a
guide to environmental conservation

Shops of Ireland 1978 .

Historic Build ings Preserv ation Policy (Bibliography
1 77)

Small Georg ian Houses and their Details 1650 -- 1820:
Arch itectu I Press

The Care and Conservat ion of Georgi n Houses. Arch i­
tectural Press dlnburgh New Town Conservation
Com mittee 1978

e Planning (Northern Ireland) Order 1972

The Planning (Amendment ) (No rth ern Ireland ) Order
1978

Policies for Conserv tion Areas, 1969: a d igest of Scot tish
local authority planning s tements

The Irish Town: an approach to survival, 1975: a study
of the problems of planning in Irish towns.

Building Conse rvat ion in No rthe rn Ir I nd, 1975:
incl udes a directory of co nservation or anisa tions in
Northern Ireland .

HMSO

HMSO

Caldwell, P. and
Dixon, H.

Ramsey , Sta nley C. and
Harvey , J .D.M.

Gresswe ll, P.

Dixon, H.

Shaffrey, P.

Scottish Civic Trust

Civic Tr ust

Rot hery, S.

Walsh, J .B.

General

Cam blin, G.

-1976

"Book of County Arm gh" , 1888

"Court Houses nd Market Hou es of the Province of
Ulster" , UAHS 1976

Coleman, Rev. A. (Editor) Stuarts , Armagh - 1900

Coote, Sir C. Coun ty Armagh - 1804

Stuart, T. City of Arma g - Historical Memoirs - 1819

A collection of the Thomas Cooley 1740 - 1784 was the main arch itect
architectural dr awings of pat ro nised by Archbishop Robinson . He designed the
Thomas Cooley held in Archbishop's Palace, Chapel and stables and the Royal
the Armagh Public Library School

Rogers, E. A Record of the City of Armagh - 1861

Leslie, J.B. Armagh Clergy and Parishes - 1911
Supplement -- 1948

George III 1791 " Act for settling nd preserving a Public
Observato ry nd Museum in the City of Armagh forever"

Tichborne, F. Very Rev. "St Patrick's Cath ed ral, Armagh a Short Histo ry"
1932

The History of St Patrick 's Cathedral - 1880

A Short Guide - 1970

"First Armagh Presby terian Church 1673 - 1973" -
1973

"Arm agh Observato ry - 1790 -s: 1969

The City of Armagh 1964

"Harvest Home, The Last Sheaf" Edited by E.E. Evans
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PART III



Armagh Conservation Area

Introduction

The attraction of Armagh as a professional and commercial centre must de pend to

a significant degree on its visual quality and interest and if the city is to retain and

expand its economy this quality is a valuable resource which should be preserved

and exploited. It is towards the conservation of this atmosphere that the developer 's

brief following in th is report is directed.

The purpose of this developer's brief is to offer advice and guidance on repair ,

alteration or new building with in the conservation area and to establish a consis­

tent framework for evaluating development proposals . The developer's brief aims to

ensure that change will protect and enhance the existing character by avo iding new

designs and alterations which do not relate sympathetically to each other or to the

character of the conservation area.

It is recognised that the visual interest and variety which presently exists is the result

of individual expression working within the style of changing periods of design . The

intention is therefore to provide a framework which will seek to protect the essential

scale and character of the area without being rigid or stultifying.

The conservation area contains buildings from different periods and of different

styles and uses. It would be impossible to provide a design guide for every situation

but it is possible to provide guidelines to avoid insensitive development.

New commercial, ind ust rial and serv ice buildings should be judged as ind ividual

cases in relation to their surroundings but should observe general principles of scale,

proportion, materials and detailing as set out later in this br ief.

Churches, halls, educational and community buildings because of the ir importance

to the community, their generally more prominent locations and sheer size require

exceptionally careful treatment.

New housing within the conservation area should avoid excessively low densities

and aim to achieve a distinctly urban character while retaining and strengthening, if

necessary, the existing street line. The scale, proportion, materials and rhythm of

new houses should be sympathetic to their surroundings and it is these aspects

which are important rather than the details of des ign ,

Indeed it is the intention to provide maximum flexibility of design within these

broad constraints.

Developers should ensure that the accommodation provided in new buildings is not

in excess of or below the capacity of the site.

Rehabilitation of existmq buildings should be encouraged wherever possible. The

opportunity may be taken at the same t ime to restore buildings to their orig inal

design. It is important for the property owner in a terrace, where the individual

unit is repetitive, to carry out alterations to h is property including fittings and

finishes in a way which will enhance the entire group of buildings and harmonise

with the whole.

The conservation area may be divided into three distinct sub-areas each with its

own individual character and form. These are:-

1. The cathedral precinct;

2. The commercial core of the city centred on Scotch Street, Market Street and

Upper English Street ; and

3 . The Mall together with Gaol Square, St Mark's Churchyard and College Hill.

The developer's brief will deal with each of these sub-areas in turn .



This important view of the cathedral brings its presence into th e commercial centre
of the city.

1. The C thedral Precinct

Sited on one of th four major hills on which the ci ty s built this precinct

is visually prominent. Dominated by th cathed ral itse lf the medie ... I city

which clustered around it, mee ting at Market Street, has determined the

pattern ot later developments ~ hlch too pi e to the nort h, east lind west.

Thus the pre sent pattern of streets fo rm ing a concent ric growth around the

focal point of the cathedral and reflecting pre-christian earthworks was estab­

lished at an early da te.

The cha rac ter of th is area is derived mainly from the cath edr al and the open

space surrounding It defined by mature trees which provide II dis tin ctive land­

scape element. Th streets immedi tely surrou nding the cathedral are pr dorn­

inan Iy residen tial in ch arac ter and scal comprising main ly tWO and three

storey te rrace build ings generally of simple rec ta ngular form with pitched

roo fs and gable d ends,

Th e curv d na ture of these str eets prov ides iI con tinuous sense of onc;IQwre

revealin changi ng Vist as along their len th, wh ich together with the ir rchl ­

tectu r ' qu ality nd human scale gJVll the streets th eir par ticu lar character . Th e

enclosed square t rket St reet forms an ppropriate juncti n to th elr ts

while providing access and an open vist to the cath ed r I bui lding and ts

surround ings.

Th ecclesiastical and institutional character of the area is reflec ted in th o the r

main bu ildings situated in close pro ximity to the cathedral such as Armagh

City Hosp ital, Arm h Publi c Libr ry and th e now Se House.

Of the residen tial streets surrounding th e cathe d ral enclosure , Abbey Street is

in the best struc tur I condition an contains some fine examples of Geo rgian

and Victorion houses. Also in Abbey Str eet are a number of Import ant public

buildings including the Medhodist Church and church hall, the Unionist Club

and a former Presbytorian Church now used as a Ifare workshop.



-

The other residential streets in this area . ie the upper end of Dawson Street,

Vicar's Hill and Castle Street are generally in poor st ruc tural condi t ion, thi s is

especially true of Castle Street most of wh ich has reached an advanced stage of

derelict ion following bomb da mage in 1976.

Apart from the ecclesiastical and instit utional uses, the predominant land use is

residential , but due to dere liction there has bee n substantial drop in the

number of people living in the area .

Below - Castle Street as it was before its recent sad decline.

Above Part of Castle Street as it now exists. The proposed redevelopment and



Above

Scale

Th is is an area of mixed instit ut ional and residential use nd of considerable

archi tectural and historic me rit . Apart from th e ma in religious an d institution I

build ings th e co mmon scale of the resident ial str rs is narrow frontage, tw o

and th re e storey dwellings with pitched roofs. New buildings an d reh abil ­

itation should reflec t theis d omest ic scale of the ex ist ing residential st reets.

Two and three storey houses o f simpl e rectangular form with pitch d roofs

and gable ends are ap prop riate , Narr ow and medium frontage ter raced build­

ings are acceptable but larg develo pments with long, monotonous fron tage

wo uld be inappropriat e. New developm en should respect the ex istin g street

pattern . M intenance and repair work on xisting build ings should be car ried

out in a man ner which is historically co rrect and so as to retain the original

des ign of th build ings.

Proportion

Design for new residen tial developments and for alterat ions should reflec t th

goo d proport ions of the existing dwellings, fo r example in Ab bey Stree t.

Facades should have a balanced proport ion with generally a preponder nee of

solid wall s over window area. Window shapes should have a definite vertical

emphasis and should diminish in height on the upper st ories.

Materials

Facing rnateri Is are import ant in determin ing the charac ter of the are so

the finishes on new and reh abilitated buildings should relate to t hose Iready

used in th e area. Existing stone should be used for the reconst ruc t ion of the

facades of the Castle Street houses, elsewhere sm ooth rendered and painted

eleva tions wi ll be su itable .

This dormer window is out of character with the simpl e bu t t t raet ive
terrace ho use it is added to.

Below - This sketch shows th at a smaller dormer with a pitched roof loo ks more
appropriate.



Vicars Hill - part of this street dates from 1724. It is essential that it be conserved.

In some instances, roughcast finishes will also be satisfactory. Natural slate

should continue to be used for roofing purposes although best quality black

asbestos slates may be permitted.

Details

The detailing of all renovated and new build ings is important, eaves and roof

details, ch imneys, dormers and the general sky line should reflect those of

exist ing buildings. Sash windows must be used except where casement wind ows

are historicall y co rrect . Downpipes and gu tt ers should be made of cast iron or

cast aluminium and not of plast ic.

Landsc ape Design

Trees are vital elements in the urb an landscape , they give scale . pe rspec tive,

contrast, visual relie f and emphasise seasonal change. In recogn it io n o f the need

to in trod uce trees and landscaping into the city the Armag h District Council

has de veloped a town park between Castle St reet and the cathedral curtilage.

A survey o f existing trees around the cathedra l has shown that the greater

proportion have now reached matu rity and will decline progress ively . Phased

replacement is necessary to retain the character of the area . Where appropriate

trees o f significant landscape value will be protected by a Tree Preservation

Order to ensure their proper management within the conservation area. It is

desirable that an intensive landscape sch me should be incorporated in the

proposed Castl e Street redevelopment/ rehabilita tion scheme. Plann ing approva ls

wi ll be subjec t to the re ten tio n o f existing trees and shrubs and be accompan ied

by Tr Preservat ion Orders as necessary . New pla nt ing and replanting of suit ­

able species may be a condition of pla nn ing approval.

Ground Surfaces

Th ese can be regarded as an extension of bu ild ings and should be chosen to

match the surroundings. Armagh marble paving slabs and kerbs of local stone

should be retained .

Street Furniture

Outdoor fittings and furniture should respect the character of the area as well

as serving their function effectively. It is also import ant that necessary elements

of street furniture should be appropriately des igned and located.



Old and new buildings combine to make McCrum's Court an interesting and
attractive place.

2. The Commercial Core

While the initial growth of Armagh was centred on the site of the Church of

lreland Cathedral, subsequent growth has developed most markedly along three

radial axes; Irish Street. Scotch Street and English Street. It is the area

bounded mainly by these streets which forms the commercial core of the

city and reflects its growth in both concentric and radial fashion.

The streets which formed the pattern to the historic centre are now mostly

enclosed by continuous bu ilding frontages. a feature which substantially con­

tri butes to the urban character and clearly defines the urban centre as the

visual core of Armagh.

The central area derives its visual quality and interest mainly from the relation­

sh ip and sequence of enclosures and spaces presented on movement through

the area. Armagh possesses a rich and varied mixture of such sequences with

the junction of Scotch Street, Market Street and Thomas Street being a prime

example which conveys a strong sense of 'place'. The visual interest and sense

of enclosure at this junction is further emphasised by views of the cathedral

and surrounding trees when seen from lower Scotch Street. The sequence of

views revealed by the changing direction of movement along McCrum's Court

lends interest to an otherwise unimportant laneway. The visual interest in

J ennys Row is created by the changes of level and t he feeling of enclosure due

to its narrow width which is st rengthened by the arches across the street .

In the commercial core most buildings are of three storeys comprising mainly

nineteenth century architecture which do not vary greatly in height. thus

ensuring a continuity of scale and rhythm.

Where the occasional building does not conform to the general height rule,

this rhythm is emphasised rather than broken but the present balance could

easily be upset.



It is the repetition of regular , narrow frontage sites such as those in Barrack Street
which contributes much to the character of the commercial core.

For the most part, the width of street frontages is fairly regular and small

with buildings usually having been renovated or replaced in small site units.

It is th is rhythm of the site un it which gives Scotch Street, Market Street

and Upper English Street the ir arch itectural character and interest. It also

allows for gradual change involving many different styles of bui lding to be

juxtaposed in reasonable harmony, thus reta ining continuity of character.

Scale

The policy fo r this area is to ret ain a street frontage for ind ividual new build­

ings which is regular and narrow. In the commercial core the width of shop

frontage is generally between 5 and 7 met res. In general different izes of shops

can be accomm od ated by extending back from the street front a,ge fo r different

de pths . Clearance of extens ive sites or their redevelop ment in the fo rm of large,

und iffe ren tiated masses will not be accepted. Building widths should no t

greate r than those of exi sti ng or previous frontages. Where two or more sites

are combined in a new building, t he facade design should be articulate to

retain the previous scale and vert ical emphasis of the st reet.

In the commercial core bu ildings are main ly thre storeys high. New or reno­

vated buildings should not disrupt the established rhythm of the stre et by

excessive or too litt le height of facade and should retain the street line and

consist of not less than two or more than four storeys.

Form

In the central area existing street patterns will be maintained and traditional

building lines respected.



Left - The removal of the chim ney

fro m this bu ild in is d sr ru e t ive of stree t

character. Also the shop front is not in

proportion with the builcling.

Right The sketch shows an alter­
native design for the shop front which

pu ts it into pro portion and forms a
compositi on with the ex ist ing building.

Proportion Pattern Rhythm

New devel o pment should respect the vertical rnphasis of eidsti nO buildings.

the pattern f solid to void nd the rhythm which is created by the repetitio

of simple elements.

Materials

The principal bui l in ma te ri Is in the city cen t re include tho local bui ld ing

stone used as ash lar o r ru bble m aso nary , re brick , and m o freq uen t ly render

on stone, brick or block work. Render is used extensive ly o n the sho p ping

fro nt ages and is freq uon tly painted in striking and attractive colou rs.

N w buildings. reconstructions d Ite rations should ma use of natural
stone or be ren der ed, avo id ing over-elaborate combinations of mat rials and

with lim its to the frequency of ex posed brickwo . Modern svnthetic materials

are unlikely to be satisfac to ry as faci ng m terials exce t where used as t rim .

Ro ofs should be pitched at an angle o f 30° - 11 5 0 corresponding w ith adjacen t

roo fs and shoul covered with n tu ral slate. ne w or secondha nd bu t bla c k

asb stos sl tcs may be permitted in certain situations.



Shop Fronts

New shop fronts should be des igned so as to int egrate with t he ex ist ing facade

o f the building, avoid ing th e use o f very large undi id ed pla te glass vind ows

and wid e or pro jecting fascias . Where on' business occup ies several f rmer

proper t ies th e fasci should not be co ntinu ous but should be broken to de f ine

the or iginal building sites. In general, divisions with a vertical em phasis will be

most successful .

The ma te ria ls used for shop fronu are import an t. Timber is preferre d fo r

window frames bu t metal can be used If painted o r otherwi se co loured. Bri ht

surfaces such as mi lled aluminium and stainless steel are not acceptable.

The composi te clem nts hrch make up a shop front fascia . lettering. light ng,

~indovvs, doors , signs and ex ternal fin ishes should all be carefuliV considered

and designed as an in tegrate wh I .

Above - The long. d ep hop fascia detracts from t h b uild ing.

Below - Th e photograph shows a modem buil ding whe r the fascia has been
bro ken so that it retains the scale of the previous shop units.



Scotch Street A fine example of a
Victorian style shop-front.

Adv rr isements and Signs

Signs and adv ertisements ore importan t lements in the visual amenity of t he

commercial core; the policy viii therefore be one of ensuring that their scale.

des ign and materials are appropriate to their su rround ings.

Very long or d p fasc ia signs wi ll be discouraged and preference will be given

to t rad itional h rid-painted lettering on narrow f scias for example the Glencoe

Bar sign.

It is impor n t to rela te th sign in the followi ng ways to the fro ntalJ! of the

building to which it is appended:

(a) in width;

Ib] in scale - l.e . symme tr ic bu ildings normally des rve symmetric signs;

(c) signs should relate to horizontal details such as string courses, corbels,

windo ...open ings etc .

Signs pain ted ont o a plastered wa ll can be very successful. Sty l of I t ri llg is

lso import nt . In ge ra l S seriff lettering is no t a success but i divid u .

ist ic and mode m let t ring ma y be cceptable,

Hanging or projec ting signs will be pproved wh re their size, colou ri 9 nd

design arc ap propriate. The typical modern plasti c bo sign will not be accepted.

Int ernally Illuminated signs wil l rar Iy be accep d. except wh ere deslg d as

n In teg I part ot a new bu ilding. Gentle conce led fascia Ii ting is more

fl tteri ng to the street than a campi t Iy illum inated fascl bo x or illuminated

lette ring.



These handpainted signs on plastered walls are very successful. They have a strength
and simplicity which is missing from modern internally illuminated signs.



The sketch above shows the potential for transforming McCrum's Court into an important, pedestrianised shopping street.



3.0 The Mall

T o the east of the commercia l centre and in cont rast to its t ight ly kn it
raracte r, The Mall fo rms a un ique 0 n spac feature and sh ow-piece of the

itv . Du 0 its centr I and en Ir IV enclosed loca ion. The all fo rm the
most im pressive urban open space in Armagh and perhaps in Ulster. Its sh e
is reinforced by the t ree lined p rimeter whi ch also masks the Iscordant

design o f some of the enclos ing bui ldings . T he trees of the Royal Sch ool.
St Marks and those in private gardens. contrib ute to the " igh land ca pe
qualltv of the area.

The space i flanked by Th e Mall East and Mall West w ith the former fronted
by ' many of the finest exampl o f Georgian and Vict o rian arch itec ture in
Arm agh, and containing high proportion of " Iisted" bu ild ings . Sur rounding

The Mall ar The Cour th ous and Gao l. prof ional and governmen t o ff ices
nd a con id r ble num ber of houses still in residen t ia l use. Ot her o uscs in

the area range from brick terraces in Vic to ria Street 0 dilapidate stone
t rraccs in Barrack Hill.

Scale

In general , new d evelopment will be required to co nfo rm in heigh t,

proport ion an d scale to the general character of nearby bu ildings which vary

around The Mall. Th is will be more importan t th an an att mpt slavish ly to
copy d ta ils of earl ier stvles. Good modem des ign can be qu ite acceptable in

a conservation are, given su itable saf guards. Th M II itse lf contains
examples of many peri ods from the late Georgian stone bui ldings of
Ch arlemont Place t o the modern br ick faced o ff ices n Th Mall West . New

bu ild ings will be ex pected to re flec t the ver ical emphasis which is f ture of
Charlemont Place The Mall' s arch itecture, long , unbroken f cades ith horizon tal emphasis ~ ill

not be acceptable.
One of the fines t examples of Geo rgi n archit ture in Arms .

Proportion

Solid wall should usually dom inate over wind ow voids and windo sh apes

should have a vertical rathe r than ho rizontal em ph asis.



The fine enue 0 ma ture trees Ie din to S Marks Church are an import nt
feature of Th Mall.

M tori Is

A var iety of f ing materials is ppr opriate in this re including suitable
building ston • rou cas t and ling brickwork. h r the latte r is used i shou ld
relate in co lour and extu re to br ickwork lre dy used in The Mall. Natural
slat whe ther new or s cond-hand should continue 0 be used for roo ing
purposes . Other roofing material whi ch harmonise W I h the tr adl tional

terials may an cceptable su r tu . Where wrou t iron railings are
used they should be simple in des ign and mad in the for m of closely p ced
metal uprights joined by wid Iy spaced horizontal bars. Generally bloc or

h it ar th most appropri te colours for r i1ings. Iro n work, wher used,
should equal the h igh tandards 01 desl n and craftm ansh ip displayed in the
past .

Enclosing walls nd fences are n xte nsion of bu ildings and should be
trea d wi th he same car . Ston • bric and rend red walls are II c ptable

ere corr ctlv sel cted for the site . M ta l railings and v r tical palisade or
close boarded fencing would be acceptabl here suit ble, in contrast to
ho rizontal rail, pl it log , 0 en I t ice or ranch fenc ing which will not be
approved.

ExtenSIons to Build ings

Throughout th e con rv tion are a the po lley will be to approve extension s
tn are similar in for m, proaort ion nd m terials to p ren building, FI t

roofed ex nsions may be app rov d to already flat roo f d buil dings and where
the extension 15 well be low e ea es of pitched roof bu ildings nd does not
feature 0 11 the skyline or oth r import ant ie .



Details

This part of the conserv t ion are is particut rly rich in fine de tails such as the
carved stoned doorfr mes and d licate fanlights of Ch rlemont Place. All
detailing is import nt . Part icular attention shou ld be given to windows and
do ors. In houses and offices eaves and roof de tails sho uld campi ment th eir
surroundin . Vertical sliding sash windows should he used in pr f r nee to
casement windows.

A number of tho bui ldings urrounding The Mall are used for co mmercial
purposes nd althou h the ma in us is olfices ther is a varie ty of other
bus iness uses. The u of si 5 and ad" nis ments on commercial buildings
must be an ticipated. A ca reful pol iey of r S rarnt In terms at size, design,
illumination and location of signs will be pursued. The dvice given have on
advertisements and si ns is al a ~ophcahl and in :mdition adv rtisemcn t
hoardin will no be pe mit ed in The " Or on si clearly vjsibl rom it.

Thr e xamples of particularly fine Georgian doorways with fan Iighu.



Land pe De i

In this area planning approvals will be ubjec t 0 the re on tlon f ex is in rees
nd shru s d be accompanIed by T Preservation Or ers n ssarv. ew

plant ing d replant ing of Ita ble species m be co nd ition of plannmg
pp rov J.

The tree s wh ich line The Mall are one of the most d istinctive nd important
landscape featu res in the whole conservation orca. As in the ca thedral precint
progressiv replacemen of matu re tre IS requ red , from time to t ime . Wh te
appropriat e tre s of I ndscape alue w II be prot cted by a Tre Preserv tion
Order to ensure thei r prope r m n gement.

d<nolNledge tho work of The all
The Mall ' on open space nd are

pi nting.

This i, an a propriat point wh ch to
Trustees who arc appoint ed to administer
respon sible for its main r nance Including

Th 0 mature trees con tribu t to th e high landscape quali V of the
essenti al that rep lacement plant ing takes place s req uired.

II . It is



Above - Jennys Row one of the oldest st reets in the city .

Opposite - Th is st reet could be re-vitalised as shown in the sketch .



Above - At pre sent th is disused w rehouse tracts from he appea ranc of the

Mall.

Opposite - The unsu itable floor heights of the buil ding need no t be a barrier 1 its
serving a useful pu rpose. Sympathetic considerat ion wo ul be iv n to the provision

of an arcade and the use of "blind" w indows as shown in the tch,




